THE   ULTIMATUM
" prestige, enunciation of power, signs of weakness, making a clean sweep, action"; on top of this, reiterated* fanfares from Berlin and the prizes which Berchtold was never weary .of dangling before him: the strongest army in Europe on one's side, a completely "free hand" in Berlin. Finally, unveiled threats from the supreme military authorities; "y°u will be responsible to us for the consequences of delay!" lue most convinced pacifist would have found that hard to resist; how much more an officer, a man living at that day and in that circle of feudal aristocrats.
Thus the last internal enemy of the War Counts was worn down by suggestion. Tisza visits the German Ambassador and declares himself converted to the Ultimatum. The next day he makes a statement in the Budapest Parliament which is so equivocal that even the Paris Temps praises his moderation.
In Vienna, where there is no Parliament to disturb the circles of war-mongers, public opinion is being manipulated all the more vigorously. A large portion of the Press is fulminating against Serbia, against that "gang of robbers and murderers" the "sheep-stealers" the "nation of lice" By the middle of the month the violence is far greater than at the beginning; and since the Belgrade papers answer in just the 'same way, the question arises: Who began it? Let it not be answered here, or ever; it is the Delphic riddle of the war, for which any solution suits and none suffices.
The Counts, indeed, go about their work in profound secrecy, like Freemasons, so that even the Serbian Minister in Vienna can do no more than report, as he does continually, that something is in the air; but he cannot say what. Hotzendorf, in his letter, has recommended "avoiding everything that might prematurely alarm our antagonists; on the contrary, every show should be made of absolutely -peaceful intentions." To postpone the performance suddenly ;till to-morrow and then give it to-day after all—that is their idea of cleverness.
52 consultation between them. The Minister of War has to make a hurried guess at Austria's
